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Lethbridge Primary School acknowledge the traditional custodians of our school lands, the Wadawurrung people, and pay our 
respects to Elder’s past, present and future. 

 
 

March Monday 4 Athletics Day!                                                           WEAR YOUR HOUSE COLOURS! 

Tuesday 5 MARC Van 

Wednesday 6 2:30 – 6pm Parent Teacher Interviews                             

Thursday 7 Smile Squad visit 

Friday 8 Visiting Artist 

Friday 8 2:30pm Student Performances & Assembly                        FAMILIES WELCOME! 

Monday 11 Labour Day                                                                         NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 

Wed - Mon 13-25 Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN 

Wed 20 Cross Country                                                                MORE INFORMATION SOON 

Thursday 28 Last day of Term 1 – 2.30pm dismissal 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2024 STUDENT LEADERS 
At our Assembly last Friday, we shared the celebration of our Student Leaders. Throughout this week, our Captains have visited 
classrooms to conduct surveys. The purpose of these surveys has been to gain input from all students in connection to House 
Rewards, lunch time clubs and fundraising. You can read more about our School Captains and School Vice-Captains later in this 
newsletter.  
School Captains: Ruby and Jai 
School Vice-Captains: Kassidy, Beau, Jaxen & Jasper 
Blue House Captains: Briah and Tomas 
Red House Captains: Saige and Heath 
Gold House Captains: Jenna and Dyer 
Green House Captains: Alex and Jackson 
Specialist Captains: Byron, Fraser & Zav 
 
WHAT ARE OUR STUDENT LEADERS RESPONSIBLE FOR? 
School Captains and Vice Captains 
As the most significant student leaders in the school, School Captains are expected to be ambassadors who embody the school 
values of Care, Respect, Collaboration, and Resilience. They must be approachable, reliable, and trustworthy with high expectations 
of themselves and others. The School Captains are to take an active role in all aspects of the school community and work with others 
to achieve the best possible outcomes. 
 
House Captains 
House Captains are expected to encourage and support all students to participate in House activities and events. They are to set a 
good example of sportsmanship and house pride. House Captains must always be approachable, reliable and embody the school’s 
values. 
 
Specialist Captains 
The Specialist Captain is expected to support the teachers of specialist subjects at our school including STEM, Italian, P.E. and Art. 
They must be reliable and prepared to award certificates at assembly, and support teachers in coordinating lunch time activities. 
 
MEET AND GREET! 
On Tuesday February 20, we hosted our annual meet and greet event. The sun was shining, and it was a warm day, so Mr Pro Whipp 
ice-cream was a busy visitor! Thank you to the many families who were able to attend, we appreciate your time and efforts in 
meeting our new staff and networking with other families.   
 
STUDENT SAFETY 
Please use the pathways to enter and exit the school grounds. Walking through the car park is a safety risk.  
Parking can become congested, particularly at the end of the school day. Please use the space behind the tennis club 
for more parking. Parking along the fence line opposite the school is not permitted.  

Care     Respect     Collaboration     Resilience 



 
PARENT / TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Our Parent / Teacher Interviews have been scheduled for Wednesday March 6. The purpose of these interviews will be to share 
learning goals for 2024. These interviews are also an opportunity for parents to share any relevant information with your chi ld’s 
teacher.  We schedule interviews in terms 1 and 3, however please contact your child’s teacher if you have questions or concerns 
at other times.  
Interview bookings are available on Sentral. Bookings will close at 5pm on Monday March 4.  
 

SCHOOL SPORTING EVENTS – TERM 1 
Mrs Palmer has been busily preparing for our whole school sport events.  
We have a very busy term ahead of us in the sport area and the students have already begun practising for the Lethbridge Primary 
School Athletics Carnival during P.E. lessons. Some students have also used their lunchtime to improve athletics skills! 
This year The Lethbridge Athletics Carnival will take place at the school on Monday March 4. We would love for you to attend and 
support the students participating in each of the events.  
The P/1 students will participate in a junior version of athletics, where we will focus on having fun, building skills and participation.  
This will take place between 9am and 11am.  
The Year 2-6 students will participate on the same day, from 11:30 am onwards in more traditional athletic events and we will be 
looking for students to represent our school at the District Athletic Sports. 
 
Lethbridge Athletics Carnival  
When: Monday March 4, 2024  
Where: Lethbridge Primary School  
Time:  
P/1: 9:00am - 11:00am  
Years 2-6: 11:30am - 3pm  (inclusive of a lunch break 1:30 – 2:20pm) 
 
SMILE SQUAD VISIT 

The DHSV Smile Squad team are heading back to our school on Thursday 7th March to complete six-monthly fluoride varnish 
applications. Only those students who provided consent last year will be seen. Fluoride varnish applications help make sure students 
have the best chance of preventing tooth decay, so we’re excited Smile Squad are coming back. 
Consent for this fluoride varnish application was provided when students’ initial consent forms were returned in 2023.  If you wish 
for your child not to receive a fluoride varnish application, please contact the Smile Squad team on smilesquad@dhsv.org.au. 
Please ensure you include your child’s name and school they attend. 
 
VISITING ARTIST 
On Friday March 8 we will welcome our visiting artist back to Lethbridge Primary School. Students will participate in a dance 
workshop with a specialist instructor. Families are welcome to join us for assembly from 2:30pm. Our assembly is scheduled earlier 
for this date as students will be sharing their performances! Parents and families are welcome to join us for assembly. 
 
Take care and stay safe, 
Chelsey 
 
LATE ARRIVALS and EARLY DEPARTURES 
Supervision of students is available from 8.50am. The Community OSH program is available for students who are attending school 
prior to 8.50am.  
Our first bell at 9am indicates the beginning of learning time. It is important that students arrive to school on time to avoid significant 
teacher instruction time from 9am.  
Students who arrive late, need to be signed in at the office by a parent or carer.  
If you need to collect your child or children early from school, please notify us by contacting your child’s teacher or phoning the 
office. This is particularly helpful if you are collecting your child during a break time or special event.  
Students are dismissed at 3.20pm. Teachers will attend the front gate to speak with parents until 3.30pm to share successes and 
discuss any concerns. This is a wonderful opportunity to make contact with your child’s teacher on a regular basis.  
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2024 SCHOOL CAPTAIN AND SCHOOL VICE-CAPTAIN INTRODUCTIONS 
Hello everyone, we are the School and Vice Captains at Lethbridge Primary School for 2024. Our School Captains this year are Ruby 
and Jai, and our Vice Captains are Beau, Kassidy, Jasper and Jaxen. We are excited to help the school in any way we can, such as 
fundraising with the SRC team. 
 
From Ruby:                                                                                                                           
Hi, my name is Ruby and I am School Captain with Jai. I have been at Lethbridge Primary School since Prep and I am really excited 

to be one of your School Captains for 2024! 🎉 I am willing to help younger students if they need help in the yard or in class time. I 
will help the younger students if they need help learning the expectations and values in the yard. I will always be happy to help 
anyone who would like someone to play with at lunch or recess.  I am gladly helping lead the Prep and Year One students with their 

Athletics activities on Monday as a group leader and I am excited to help them do the best they can! 🎖️  
Please remember I am here to help.  

 
From Jai: 
HI!! I'm Jai and I am the LPS School Captain for 2024 alongside Ruby. I am so happy to represent our school and help make it a better 

place!! 😀 I'm looking forward to helping younger kids in the school yard and my peers. I will achieve this by being on gate duty a 
few times a week with Miss Marks to get to know younger students and their families. I want everyone to know that they have 
someone to help them in the school yard! 
  
From Kassidy: 
Hi!! I’m Kassidy, the Lethbridge Primary School Vice-Captain for 2024 with Beau, Jasper and Jaxen. I am extremely excited to help 
the school to become an even greater place. I'm very committed to our school values of responsibility and resilience. We are all very 
eager to be celebrating the amazing 150th birthday for Lethbridge Primary School this year!! I'm starting to get to know all the 
wonderful new students and building new friendships. Cross Country is coming up soon so I will be happy to help the Prep students 
and new students WIN!!  

I am looking forward to the adventure this year. 😁😀😄😃 
 
From Jaxen: 
Hi, my name is Jaxen and I am a Vice Captain of L.P.S. I am joined by Jasper, Kassidy and Beau. I am thrilled to be assisting around 
the school. As a school leader and as part of a leadership team we will make this school a more enjoyable place to come and make 
it a place you want to come to every day. I will achieve this by including and helping all of the kids, so they recognise us. We are also 
looking forward to the upcoming school birthday. I hope you are looking forward to an adventurous year. 
  
From Beau: 
Hello, my name is Beau and I am a Vice-Captain here at LPS. I am joined by Kassidy, Jasper and Jaxen and the School Captains Ruby 
and Jai. This year I am proud to be a part of the School Captain team for 2024. This year I am excited to celebrate the School's 150th 
year in the making and I'm sure you are too. If you don't know me, I will be standing at the front entrance throughout the weeks to 
come. If your child needs help making friends at school I will help them to get more confident and find friends. I will achieve this by 
walking around with them and including them in games and activities. That's just a little bit about me! 

 
From Jasper-  
HI! My name is Jasper Potter and I am one of the School Vice-Captains for 2024 with the other Vice-Captains Beau, Kassidy and 
Jaxen. I am excited to be part of the school leadership team this year. The leadership team has already got a few ideas for events 

this year, such as the school's 150th birthday🥳and hot cross bun day. I will be out at the front gate before school so you can get 

to know me a bit better. I am looking forward to making this school an even better place than it already is! 😁😄 

Thank you for reading our introductions. We hope you enjoy the rest of this week's newsletter.  

By Ruby, Jai, Kassidy, Beau, Jaxen C and Jasper! 🎉 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WELLBEING 
MELI will be leading their Strengthening 
Family Connections program at 
Lethbridge Primary School next term.  
 
The sessions will be held at school and 
include a family meal at the end of each 
session.  
 
Lethbridge Primary School families are 
welcome to register first for this 
opportunity before we offer it to the 
wider community and neighbouring 
schools.  
 
Strengthening Family Connections is a 
FREE 8-week program for parents and 
their children aged between 8 and 12 
years. The program aims to build a 
positive family culture and strengthens 
connections in families, improving 
communication and leading 
to successful, confident kids and parents. 
 
Please see the attached flyer for more 
information.  
 
Parents are welcome to contact the 
school office or MELI for more 
information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PARENT PAYMENTS 
Thank you to families who have already contributed to essential learning materials and voluntary payments. We are very 
appreciative. These contributions support us to provide effective programs for our students. Parents wishing to make contributions 
towards the Parent Payment Arrangements for 2024 are welcome to contact the office by phone or visit us in person. 
 
HEALTH AND HYGIENE 
While at school, students are supported with health and hygiene protocols such as using hand sanitiser. Throughout our learning 
spaces, we also have air purifiers and encourage ventilation through classrooms during the school day.  
It is recommended that staff members, students or visitors who have symptoms of cold, influenza or COVID-19 undergo testing for 
COVID-19. Parents of symptomatic students will be contacted to collect their child from school and keep them home until they are 
no longer symptomatic. 
There is at present an increase in community transmission of COVID-19 in Victoria. 
You can help us keep our school as safe as possible by taking 2 important steps: 
1. Ensure your COVID-19 vaccinations are up to date. Information on how and where to get vaccinated is available on the Get 
Vaccinated webpage. 
2. If your child shows symptoms of COVID-19, please ensure they stay home and get tested. The easiest way to test is to use a 
rapid antigen test (RAT). Free RATs are available from your local council where you can collect 2 packs of 5 RATs and an extra 2 
packs for each person in your household. People with disability and their carers can get 4 packs of 5 RATs. You are not required to 
have a Medicare card and you can collect RATs as many times as you need. You can also buy RATs at supermarkets, pharmacies 
and other retailers. 
If your child has symptoms but tests negative, please ensure they stay home until they no longer have symptoms. 
If the RAT test result is positive, please ensure they say home for at least 5 days and until there are no more symptoms. 
 



SCHOOL PREPARATIONS FOR THE BUSHFIRE SEASON 
Each year, to prepare for bushfires and grassfires, schools and early 
childhood services complete a range of activities.  
The Department of Education runs an annual fire risk assessment of schools 
and early childhood services. They are allocated a category of risk (categories 
0 to 4) and are published on the Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR).  
All schools and early childhood services listed on the BARR and Category 4 
list will also close when a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in 
their fire weather district.    
When the Bureau of Meteorology provides public fire danger rating forecasts 
or fire weather warnings, they use fire weather district areas. In Victoria, 
there are 9 fire weather districts, which are based on Local Government Area boundaries. Our school is in the Central district. 
As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan, and 
completed preparation tasks such as clearing the guttering of our buildings.  
 
What does this mean for our school? 
Our school has been identified as being at risk of bushfire or grassfire and is a Category 4 school. 
Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in the Central fire district.   
 
What is the department’s policy? 
The department’s Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early childhood services on the BARR and the 
Category 4 list to close when a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in their fire weather district. All school bus routes 
which travel in or through a district with Catastrophic fire danger must also be cancelled.  
 
When will our school be closed due to Catastrophic fire danger? 
Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in the Central fire district.  
Closure of the school due to a forecast Catastrophic day will be confirmed on the day prior and we will provide you with 
advice before the end of the school day. Any information regarding potential or confirmed Catastrophic fire danger days will 
be communicated to you by via Sentral and Class Dojo.  
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, even if the weather forecast changes.  This is to avoid confusion and help 
your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to be aware that: 

• No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day. 

• Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days. 

• All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled. 

• School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for fire weather district in which the 
camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas that have Catastrophic fire danger. 

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days.  On such days, children 
should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Catastrophic days are forecast, 
the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Catastrophic day. 

What can families and the school community do to help us prepare? 

• Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.   

• Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, and checking notifications regularly on Sentral and Class Dojo. 

• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that 
our school is closed due to elevated fire danger or closed due to a Catastrophic fire danger. Further information can be 
found on the CFA’s website. 

• Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community may be spread out across 
many areas and some families may be at higher risk than others. Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if 
you are actioning your bushfire survival plan and if your children will be absent on these days. 

• If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here: 

• VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 

• VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 

• Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 

• Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 

• Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 

• ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 

  

 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/bushfire-and-grassfire-preparedness/policy
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/schools/primary-schools/activities
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency


Term 1, Week 4 

P/1 B 
Maya 

For being determined and working hard during our maths lesson on addition facts to 10 to 
complete her work! AMAZING effort and concentration Maya! 

P/1 MC 
Levi 

For demonstrating wonderful learner traits - listening, thinking, participating.  What an amazing 
way to start your school life.  Well done Levi.  Keep up the great work! 

2/3 B 

Amelia B 
For working so hard during Writing to improve your persuasive texts. You demonstrated 

commitment to improving your work by editing and stretching out your sentences. Fantastic 
effort! 

3/4 M 
Austin 

For displaying improved confidence in Mathematics, especially with different addition and 
subtraction strategies. Well done Austin! 

5/6 H 
Jackson D 

For demonstrating enthusiasm towards your learning in class. You are always well prepared and 
ready to learn. Keep up the awesome work, Jackson! 

5/6 O 
Fraser 

For consistent effort in listening actively during class discussions. Keep up the fantastic 
thoughtful responses, Fraser! Well done. 

Art Award 

Arlow 
For her wonderful effort and detail in drawing a self-portrait. 

Piper 
For her great drawing skills of 6 wonderful fish and painting them in the primary and secondary 

colours. 

P.E. Award 
Ruby 

For her enthusiasm when practicing for athletics! Fantastic Ruby, keep up the great work! 

STEM Award 
Flora 

For her participation when learning about the life cycle of a plant.  
Keep up the great work Flora! 

Principal’s Award 
Byron 

For your positive attitude and persistence when solving new challenges. 

Term 1, Week 5 

P/1 B 

Rylan 
For writing such a creative response to Zack and his lunch box. I was super impressed with your 

use of sounds and rereading your work to make sure it made sense.  
Excellent effort Rylan! 

P/1 MC 
Hailey 

For always being respectful to others, both in the classroom, and in the playground. 
 Keep it up Hailey! 

2/3 B 
Jarvis P 

For being determined and putting in an amazing effort to practice and improve your 
handwriting. Well done Jarvis! 

3/4 M 
Oliver 

For your kindness and willingness to help your peers with Google Slides on their Chromebooks. 

5/6 H 

Briah 
For demonstrating perseverance. Your willingness to participate in whole class discussions is 
fantastic to see. I am incredibly proud of the way you never give up and keep trying different 

ways to deepen your knowledge. Well done, Briah! 

5/6 O 
Alex 

For showing initiative in volunteering to clean up after others and caring for classmates by 
offering to share your own resources. Excellent work Alex! 

Art Award 
 

Heath 
For his monochramatic painting using purple, demonstrating his ability to change the tint and 

shades in his artwork. 
Jai 

For adding creative finishing details to his monochramatic artwork piece of a night sky. 

Italian Award 
Nikola 

For being a wonderful helper during our lesson. Thank you Nikola, I really appreciate it. 

P.E. Award 
Briah 

For her willingness to train for athletics during her own time. Your effort is amazing Briah! 

Principal’s Award 
Jack 

For proudly sharing his learning and achievements in Mathematics. 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 



 

Learning in Maths 
Students in Prep and Grade 1 have been investigating patterns. They have made repeating and growing patterns and have learnt 
how patterns can be made by thinking about size, colour, shape, orientation and even tessellation.  Here are some photos of the 
work that students did this week using pattern blocks and the iPads.  There are many patterns in our environment.  See if you can 
spot some of them!  

IN THE CLASSROOM 

   

 

 
 

 
Pat Wheeler is at Lethbridge Primary School on Fridays to conduct instrumental music sessions with 

individual students. 
 

Key information 
Piano, drums and beginner guitar are available. 

 
To register and make a booking: 

Bookings and payments are managed directly by At School Music. 
Go to atschoolmusic.au and complete the enquiry form at the bottom of the page. 

Staff at At-School Music will contact families directly using information provided by parents in the website 
enquiry submitted. 

 



 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world 
works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All are a part of 
a healthy curriculum. 
 
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The allowance 
($150 for Primary school students) is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child. 
To be eligible for the fund you must:  
• on the first day of Term one, or;  
• on the first day of Term two;  
• a) Hold a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC), Pensioner Concession Card (PCC), OR  
• b) Be a temporary foster parent, and  
• c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.  
 
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are 
not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.  
 
If you applied for CSEF at Lethbridge Primary School last year, you do not need to complete an application for this year, unless 
there has been a change of family circumstances. You only need to complete an application form if any of the following has 
occurred: 
• new student enrolments; your child has started at Lethbridge Primary School in 2023. 
• changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year (eg prep students) 
 
Please contact the office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
 
 
 CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 
The conveyance allowance is a contribution towards transport costs and is not intended to cover the full cost of transporting 
children to and from school. 
Eligibility 
An application on behalf of a student may be submitted if the student is: 
• a Victorian resident; 
• school aged and enrolled (3) three or more days per week at a school; and  
• attending a school/campus located outside the Melbourne metropolitan conveyance boundary 
A student who meets the above requirements may be eligible if they:  
• attend their nearest or designated neighbourhood government school/campus appropriate to their year level, at which 
admission is permissible, and 
• reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from the campus attended  

For further information regarding the Conveyance Allowance Program see: https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-

allowance/policy?Redirect=1 

If you think you may be eligible for Conveyance Allowance, please see Meagan in the office. 

  

 



As part of our Launching into Lethbridge program, students have worked with their teachers to establish routines and 

expectations for device use at school. The devices are used to complement learning and as a result, other learning materials are 

used to support student success. The Year 3 and 4 students have explored their devices to become more familiar with them as a 

tool for learning and are navigating various applications and programs, where as our Year 5 and 6 students are more confident in 

navigating various platforms to apply and showcase their learning.  

The routines and expectations developed with students helps build consistent understanding to use devices safely. We use the 

Victorian Curriculum to inform our learning programs using technology and refer to the e-Safety Commissioner resources for 

additional support.  

The e-Safety Commissioner website is a useful resource for managing devices, age requirements and conversation starters if 

concerns arise.  

 

DEVICES AND BEING SAFE ONLINE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  

SECONDARY SCHOOL TOURS 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


