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Welcome Back to 2018!

| hope everyone managed to have a relaxing,
enjoyable school holiday and spent quality family
time together. Thank you to all families for
welcoming me into the wonderful Lethbridge
school community, | am thoroughly enjoying
getting to know all students and families. It was
especially wonderful seeing so many children on
Wednesday morning looking happy and excited
to come back to school, all ready for another
positive year of learning.

| would especially like to take this time to extend
awarm Lethbridge welcome to our new students
and families. It was lovely to witness a smooth
transition to primary school life for our Grade
Prep students, with minimal tears shed!

Staff and students have made an exceptional
start to 2018. Staff returned to work on Monday
29" January to update their Level 2 First Aid
training. It is reassuring to have all staff
members at Lethbridge first aid trained. On
Tuesday 30" January teachers worked
collaboratively together and were expertly
guided by a private facilitator to develop their
Term 1 Inquiry Units, which are a brilliant way to
cover many concepts of the curriculum. Most

importantly these units are student driven,
focussing on what they want to learn and what
they need to learn.

Teachers have begun to complete important
assessments such as Big Writes, Spelling,
Reading and Maths to develop individual
learning goals, and to ensure each student is
working at their individual point of need.

Please note Grade Prep students do not attend
school on Wednesdays for the whole of Term 1.
This is a rest day for them, as the transition into
school makes them incredibly tired. Prep
parents should have already booked an
assessment time in with Ms Marriner for your
child, but if you haven’t already done so please
speak with her to book this important time in.

Communication

Effective communication is important to ensure
the best outcomes for each child. To facilitate
this we use a school app, Flexibuzz, to send
important notifications, reminders and
messages. Existing families will need to open
Flexibuzz and follow the prompts to change the



classes you receive messages from to your 2018
classes. Please remember to also select ‘Whole
School’ as the newsletter is sent via this.

A hard copy note has been sent home today to
show new and existing families how to download
the app.

The newsletter is a crucial piece of our
communication and | highly recommend you
read it every week, and put the calendar on your
fridge or in your phone to stay on top of what is
coming up. The newsletter is uploaded onto our
website, sent out via Flexibuzz and by email if
you tell the office that you would like it emailed to
you, using the form provided in this week’s
newsletter. We are able to send home hard
copies, however as a sustainable school we
prefer digital as it significantly reduces our
carbon footprint.

The students have diaries and we encourage you
to use these to let us know of any concerns, and
to write notes for student absences. You can
also send us an absence message on Flexibuzz.
In the mornings teachers are very busy and lots
of children are around so only quick messages
can effectively be communicated at the door to
the classroom. Each afternoon teachers come to
the front gate to ensure that parents are able to
have a quick chat. We are there for you, so
please make sure you say hello! If you need to
have a confidential or in depth conversation with
a teacher please book a time with them so that
your concerns can be given adequate attention.
Our whole school assembly is conducted by our
Student Leaders every Friday afternoon at 3pm
in the Learning Street. Please come along so that
you can hear about what is happening in the
school, and what the students are learning
about.

Student of the Week

Student of the week awards are presented to
students at the school assembly in the week
following publication in the newsletter. This is to
allow for parents, carers, grandparents and the
like, to come to the assembly and see the child
receive their award.

Awards are given to students who have shown a
special effort at their level, or have exemplified
our school values in some way.

The school values:
Caring for self, others and the environment
Respecting, valuing and embracing difference
Community collaboration and lifelong
cooperative learning
Perseverance and resilience

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2018

School Council provides an essential role in
decision making regarding school policies,
which helps to set the direction of the school.
Parent input at school council meetings is
essential to ensure that we make decisions that
represent the voice of our community. The

council meets twice per term. This year we have
5 Parent Vacancies, each for 2 years.
Nomination forms can be obtained from the
office and must be returned to the office,
completed. Nominations close on Friday the 9%
of February at 4pm.

If you have any questions about nominations or
Council, please don’t hesitate to speak with our
School Council President, Sharlene Jury, or
myself.

| would like to thank those members (Andrew G,
Kylie, Tracey & Amanda) who have completed
their current term; and would encourage each to
consider re-nominating, as all have been
exceptional contributors to our Council.

Thank you for the excellent contributions you
have made to our School Council for the terms.
We also have 2 Staff Vacancies for 2 year terms.
For more information on parent involvement in
schools, visit:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents
linvolve/Pages/parent.aspx

WELCOME BACK FAMILY PICNIC - Wednesday
7" February, 5:30pm - 7pm

Each year we enjoy a picnic at school to
welcome families back and into to our wonderful
school community. Please bring along your own
food, drinks (strictly no alcohol), picnic
rugs/chairs, and help us to enjoy a relaxed
evening. Teachers will have some games set up
to play too, which is always fun. Please note that
all students must be supervised by a
parent/carer. This is a great opportunity to get
involved, especially for parents who work at
times that make it difficult to come and meet us
during school hours.

The picnic is being held next Wednesday 7%
February from 5:30-7:00pm and we would love to
see you all there.

The milk bar is offering to cook pizza on this
night, between 5-7pm, with pre-ordering
preferred please.

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE,
AMBULANCE COVER AND PRIVATE PROPERTY
BROUGHT TO SCHOOL

Please be aware that the Department of
Education and Training does not provide
personal accident insurance or ambulance
cover for students. Parents/guardians are
responsible for the cost of medical treatment for
injured students. Parents/guardians can
purchase insurance policies from commercial
providers.

Private property brought to school by students,
staff or visitors is not insured and the DET does
not accept any responsibility for loss or damage
to such property. For this reason, please
discourage your child from bringing
unnecessary or valuable items to school (mobile
phones, toys, jewellery etc).


http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/parent.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/parent.aspx

cSmart’

Cyber Safety Tip — Care about the Share

Social media wants you to share as much as you
can bear! But the share should be rare. NEVER
share: passwords, private/personal information,
your location.

)
’ﬁds Matter

School is Tiring

We sometimes forget that starting school can
feel like being dropped in a foreign country with
no knowledge of the language and culture. There
is so much to learn and while it is exciting, it can
also be exhausting. Younger students, not just
preps, require time and space to recharge their
batteries. Sundays are a great time to relax, rest,
and prepare for the week ahead. Sunday night is
a school night and when the bedtime ritual is the
same as a week night, for example, reading a
book and being in bed by 7:30pm, the students
benefit enormously.

QUICK NOTES:

e Please send along a box of tissues for your
child’s class, and a named container of hand
sanitizer for use by your child. These steps
help us to reduce the spread of illness.

e Any student with a medical condition
requiring possible treatment at school (such
as asthma or anaphylaxis) must provide us
with a Health Plan from your child’s doctor.

e Please make sure when picking up and
dropping off you do not use the staff carpark
as this is very dangerous. All people
entering and exiting the school must come
through the front gate to ensure the safety
of our children.

Have a fantastic weekend,

Mrs Emma Remilton

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Prep M JACKSON
For a wonderful start to
school! Great work!

Grade1/2C ELLA
For making a positive start to
a new school year and
settling in well.
Grade1/2H ZACHARY
For making a great start to a
new school! Well done!

Grade3/4M MIAB
For showing the school value
of ‘Care’ and looking out for

others.

Grade 3/4S JOSIE
For demonstrating
‘collaboration’ when working
with others. Well done Josie!

ELIZA
For demonstrating our
school value of care by
looking after her family and
classmates.

JOEL
For demonstrating
enthusiasm towards all areas
of her learning, particularly
during class discussions.

ADAMC

Principal’s
Award For clearly demonstrating
our school value of ‘Care’!
Thank you Adam for making
me feel so welcome here at
Lethbridge PS.

Netball for 2018

Please see Mrs Rieck if you are interested in
playing Netball on Monday, after school
competition, at the Bannockburn YMCA. Teams
need to be submitted next week, with
competition starting on the 14" February.



Go|den P|O|ns Soccer C|ub 2018 Bellarine and North Geelong
Divisions Primary SchoolsSwimming

g Championships
@PEN DAY Wedneslay 14" March 2018
Kardinia Aquatic CentrePark
Sundoy February 18th 10om - 2pm Crescent South Geelong

m Bannockburn Recreation Precinct, 132 Milton St. Please contact the office for
Come along check out the club, meet the co nd enjoy further details

games

2019 Year 7 Information Evening

Wednesday, 14 March, 2018 from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Main Campus, Little Ryrie St, Geelong

Open Day

Thursday, 15 March, 2018 with tours at:

9:00 am - 10:30 am and 1:30pm - 3:00pm

meeting onthe Main Campus, Little Ryrie Street, Geelong

Select Entry Advanced Learning Program
Information Evening

Tuesday, 20 March 16, 2018 from 6:30 pm 1
Main Campus,

Little Ryrie Street, Geelong F
For further informaticn, contact Damien Toussaint 2 tﬂﬂ‘-'w
(ALP enquiries) or Chelsea Bright (general enquiries) 1s Seconda
on 4243 0500 or matthew.flinders girls.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au @ lege

SCHOOL BANKING DAY - MONDAY
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Registering With Camp Australia

Have you registered with Camp Australia yet? Even if you do not plan on using the OSHC program at your
school there are many bhenefits for your family.

What Are The Benefits Of Registering?

Some of the benefits to registering with Camp Australia are:
v A stress-free back up plan for “just in case”
v" Flexible access to our programs

v Will ensure we have all the information for your kids to ensure they have the best time possible

How Do | Register?

Registration is simple and hassle free! To register visit www.campaustralia.com.au.

How Do | Find Out More About The OSHC Service At My School?

To find out more about our program as well as view and fees, please visit www.campaustralia.com.au and
search for your school on the homepage.

Otherwise, feel free to come visit the program and see what it is all about.

We look forward to seeing you and your family in soon.

The Camp Australia Team.

visit www.campaustralia.com.au we make Kids smile

Lethbridge Primary School makes no rep jons or jes of any kind, whether express or implied, regarding any of th e classified ads in
the newsletter






